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The Bible
The foundation for a 3D life
Yvon & Paul Prehn, Class Facilitators
Our survey before class: 
What questions do you have about the Bible
Our Survey before the class:

What is meant (or not meant) by inerrancy/infallibility?  What is the difference?  Is there a 
difference?

What makes the Bible distinctive as the true Word of God?  Is it not a collection of works by 
numerous authors over a long period of time?

Do  the texts of the Apocrypha complement the Bible and can they be read in faith and 
trust?

How trustworthy was the gospel of John seeing as it was written quite sometime after the 
other gospels and contain different elements?

People say the Bible was written by men so who cares?
Are people at church expected to accept it all without questions?

Q #1: Are people at church expected to accept it all without questions?
DISCOVER the answer: NO!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Don’t just accept, study for yourself
Your faith will then be solid
Each individual is to test all teaching

Acts 17:11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they 
received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see 
if what Paul said was true. 

Other reasons to know the Word…..
We are to know the Word well so we can share
Peter 3:15-16 : But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this 
with gentleness and respect. 
First, is Christ Lord?
If He is, you’ll be prepared with answers
You can’t have hope if you are unsure

The Word is a key piece of your Christian equipment
2 Timothy 2:15: Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who 

does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.
Our study of the Word is to be something worthy of our best
This verse assumes that some may not handle the Word correctly

To handle the Word correctly
Know what it says

Read it all
Read it in historical context
You absolutely cannot fully understand any part of it without knowing the whole of it.

Know why you can trust it
History: how we got it
Textual criticism: how it has been studied
Hermeneutics: how to interpret it correctly

We’ll be doing all these things in the weeks to come
Key verse for how we should 
learn and use the Bible
2 Timothy 3: 16-17: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.
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FAR from blind acceptance
But you have to work
Don’t be lazy—use the Word in these ways

Teaching
Key, core activity of the early church

Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.

Acts 5:42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped 
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.

Acts 18: 9-11 (in Corinth) One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: "Do not be afraid; 
keep on speaking, do not be silent. For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and 
harm you, because I have many people in this city." So Paul stayed for a year and a half, 
teaching them the word of God. 

Rebuking
The obvious and not so obvious
Not knowing something is wrong is no excuse
The Word will rebuke us if we let it
Correct view: discipline a part of growth

Hebrews 12: 5-11; (quoting Prov. 3:11,12)
And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do 

not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because 
the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son." 

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by 
his father? If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are 
illegitimate children and not true sons. 

Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. 
How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! Our fathers 
disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that 
we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, 
however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained 
by it.

Correcting
Without God’s Word we cannot trust our feelings
Our world has a very distorted view of what it means to be a Christian—it isn’t health & wealth

Proverbs 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.
Reality of the Christian faith:

John 16: 33 I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world 
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.

What it meant to be one of the most powerful servants of Jesus
2 Cor 11: 1. . . I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your minds 

may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 4For if someone 
comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a 
different spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, 
you put up with it easily enough. . . . . false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as 
apostles of Christ.. . . 14And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 
15It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. . . 

I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and 
been exposed to death again and again. 24Five times I received from the Jews the forty 
lashes minus one. 25Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I 
was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26I have been constantly on the 
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move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own 
countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in 
danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. 

27I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and 
thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 28Besides everything 
else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. . . . . .

Not exactly the Christian life we expect in America today.
Not “balanced” and Not “fun”

Training in Righteousness
Matthew 22:29 Jesus replied, "You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the 

power of God.
Not theological trivia: what we believe about what the Bible says will guide our behavior
Ps. 119: 9-10 Thy word have I hidden in my heart so I  won’t sin. –we live out what’s inside.

The Lord has given us what we need
Proverbs 1:1-5 The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: for attaining wisdom 
and discipline; for understanding words of insight; for acquiring a disciplined and prudent 
life, doing what is right and just and fair; for giving prudence to the simple, knowledge and 
discretion to the young—let the wise listen and add to their learning, 
and let the discerning get guidance.

Why all this work
Aren’t we once saved, always saved? Yes. 
Live with the end in mind.
2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one 

may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.
Matt 25: Parable of Talents

Not everyone hears “well-done”
We are responsible for what we have and what we did with it

Let’s Talk about it
DEVELOP your understanding of our lesson in discussion and interaction with each other
Paul will introduce discussion groups:
First a question:

First give everyone your name and then answer,
What is your favorite meal and why?

Discussion questions:
Why is it important to study the Bible?
What are some of the benefits of knowing the Word well?
How can it change our approach to life and the Bible if we take seriously the judgment seat of 

Christ?
What can we do this week to make time in the Bible more life-changing?
Next week:
What is inerrancy?
What is infallibility?
Important to us as a church

Part D of the Statement of Faith for 
Coastline Bible Church:

We believe in the Bible as the divinely inspired, inerrant, infallible Word of God and our 
absolute authority in matters of doctrine and Christian living.
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Be sure to come
DEPLOY
Read the Word
Pray we all 

take the Word of God seriously
that we read it 
that we listen to the Lords will for us

Bring a friend!
Be encouraged!
Proverbs 4:18 The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining ever brighter 

till the full light of day.
It may be dim, but remember
Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
Get into the Word for a life filled with ever increasing light!
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