
 

Introduction to Biblical Inspiration, 
Inerrancy, Infallibility: Inspiration 
Lesson 

from yvon prehn  

What they mean and why they matter 
• You’ve probably heard: Inspiration, 

Inerrancy, Infallibility  

• Most likely you have a vague idea what 
these terms mean 

• Inerrancy and infalliblility=without errors 

• Denominational differences  

• Inspired, is what we’re talking about, here is 
the conservative, evangelical definition:  

Inspiration  
Biblical inspiration may be defined as God's 
superintending of the human authors so that, using 
their own individual personalities (and even their 
writing styles), they composed and recorded 
without error His revelation to man in the words of 
the original autographs. Inspiration means that "the 
Holy Spirit of God superintended the human writers 
in the production of Scripture so that what they 
wrote was precisely what God wanted written.  
Ron Rhodes, Reasoning from the Scriptures Ministries  

Knowing the definition isn’t enough  
• Why are these terms important?  

• How we live in time and for eternity is 
decided upon what we believe and follow 
about them 

• We will then study in detail 

• The correct definition of the termsHow we 
should live based on them  

Popular views of inspiration:  
Literary: that the Bible is “inspired” like other forms 
of literature. “That sunset inspired me to write that 
poem.” 

The Liberal or Modernist:  rejects the idea that the 
Bible is divinely inspired in a unique way. Some 
advocates of higher criticism who espouse this view 
even go so far as to regard the Bible as purely a 
product of human invention.  

Pseudo-intellectual views of 
inspiration  
Form critics: the Bible is a sacred text, a just not a 
text that communicates the unaltered word of God. 
They see it instead as true, divinely inspired 
theology mixed with foreign elements . . . that have 
discernible roots in history, mythology, or ancient 
cultural/practices.  

Neo-orthodox: believes the Bible is "the word of 
God" but not "the words of God". It is only when 
one reads the text that it becomes the word of God 
to him or her.  

We’ll show how the views presented in this and the 
previous slide are false & historically inaccurate. 

Biblical view of Inspiration 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (New King James Version) All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for 
every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (niv) All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, so that the 
man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.  

θεόπνευστος = theopneustos  
• God-breathed 

• Theos, "God," pneo, "to breathe“ 

• pneō: 1) to breathe, to blow 

• of the wind 

• "to blow," 



• (b) "to breathe"  

The word in context, other verses  
 John 3:8 The wind bloweth (pneo) where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is 
every one that is born of the Spirit. 

Acts 27:40 Cutting loose the anchors, they left them 
in the sea and at the same time untied the ropes 
that held the rudders. Then they hoisted the 
foresail to the wind (pneo) and made for the beach. 

How did inspiration work?  
2 Peter 1:21: gives some insight: 

No prophecy was ever made by an act of human 
will, but men moved (phero) by the Holy Spirit 
spoke from God. 

The word “moved” in this verse is also used in Acts 
27:15: The ship was caught by the storm and could 
not head into the wind; so we gave way to it and 
were driven along (phero). 

moved = Φέρω = pherō  
• to carry some burden 

• to move by bearing; move or, to be borne, 
with the suggestion of force or speed 

• of persons borne in a ship over the sea 

• of a gust of wind, to rush 

• of the mind, to be moved inwardly, 
prompted  

Another use of the word  
John 15:4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear (phero) fruit of itself, except it abide in 
the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 
(Used throughout the chapter in the same way) 

Commentary:The writers of the scripture were 
carried, pushed along to write in the same way God 
controls the winds and the production of fruit in our 
lives  

God used humans to uniquely express 
them  
Not dictation! The Chicago Declaration on 
Inerrancy:  Article VIII:  

WE AFFIRM  that God in His work of inspiration 
utilized the distinctive personalities and literary 
styles of the writers whom He had chosen and 
prepared. 

WE DENY  that God, in causing these writers to use 
the very words that He chose, overrode their 
personalities.  

Not just 2 Timothy 3:16-17  
 Old Testament Verses on Inspiration 

 2 Samuel 23 1 These are the last words of David:  
"The oracle of David son of Jesse, the oracle of the 
man exalted by the Most High,  
 the man anointed by the God of Jacob, Israel's 
singer of songs  2 "The Spirit of the LORD spoke 
through me; his word was on my tongue.  

Jer 1:9 Then the LORD reached out his hand and 
touched my mouth and said to me, "Now, I have 
put my words in your mouth.  

Zechariah 7:12  They made their hearts as hard as 
flint and would not listen to the law or to the words 
that the LORD Almighty had sent by his Spirit 
through the earlier prophets. So the LORD Almighty 
was very angry. 

Other verses supporting inspiration  
Acts 1:16 "Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled 
which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through the 
mouth of David concerning Judas, who served as 
guide for those who arrested Jesus— 

Difficulties and distortions don’t negate inspiration 
Peter’s comments on Paul’s writing 



2 Peter 3:16 He writes the same way in all his 
letters, speaking in them of these matters. His 
letters contain some things that are hard to 
understand, which ignorant and unstable people 
distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own 
destruction. 

Inspiration, church history, dating of 
gospels in one verse  
1 Timothy 5:18 For the Scripture says, "Do not 
muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain,“ 
(Deut. 25:4) and "The worker deserves his wages. 
(Luke 10:7)  

• Extraordinary proofs in this verse 

• Paul’s authorship and date certain 

• Both OT & NT verses quoted as Scripture 

• Affirms early date of Luke 

• Shows widespread knowledge of in the 
church 

• Date before Paul’s death, 66 or 67 AD 

Inspiration, our foundation  
Bible’s words=God’s words 
“When the questions of revelation and inspiration 
with regard to the Bible have been answered, the 
issue of authority will have been settled. In other 
words, how one views revelation and inspiration 
will determine how he views the Bible's 
authority....Since the written revelation from God 
has been recorded under the Spirit's 
superintendence and is "the very breath of God," it 
is therefore authoritative - just as authoritative as 
the One who gave it. 
 
The authority of Scripture cannot be separated from 
the authority of God. Whatever the Bible affirms, 
God affirms. And what the Bible affirms (or denies), 
it affirms (or denies) with the very authority of 
God." Robert Lightner quoted by Ron Rhodes  

Practical application  
• Learn it first 

• Ps. 119 describes the many things the Word 
can do for us 

• Spend time in it, read it—a tool to help 

• Think about it, share it, apply it. 

 

Discussion questions  

Ice Breaker: Where did you grow up? If more than 
one place, where did you like best? 

Questions:  
How would you define inspiration in your own 
words? 

What are some questions you or friends have had 
about it? Were they answered? How? 

How does knowing the Bible is inspired make a 
difference in your life? Personally? In discussions 
with others?  

Closing  
• Study God’s word, it is inspired by him and 

can be trusted 

• Get to know the Author well 

• Get to know His thoughts, commands, 
promises 

• It is the only sure foundation for life and 
eternity! 


