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CANONICITY #3: 
THE NEW TESTAMENT AND THE 
GNOSTIC “GOSPELS”

Coastline Life in 3d Class, Paul & Yvon Prehn

What we’ll cover today

Old Testment, not the only one with 
non-canonical writings

Much more dangerous & why

Christianity vs. GnosticismChristianity vs. Gnosticism
Manuscript facts compared

Dates, # of copies

Historiography lesson: How to 
evaluate the content
Actual look at the manuscripts

Big challenge today to New Testament

Challenge of writings outside the 
accepted New Testament, “Gnostic 
Gospels”
In many ways much more dangerous y y g
than those of the Apocrypha

Apocrypha might be a bit odd and not 
orthodox, but the same God is worshipped
These preach and teach and entirely 
different Gospel

Not accepted by ANY Christian Church
Is a Gnostic church ……

The Gnostic writings

Much of the world became aware of this with the 
DiVinci Code, book and movie

Gospel of Judas, Gospel of Mary, and the Gospel of 
Thomas

Elaine Pagels, professor of Religion at Princeton
Wrote: The Gnostic Gospels (1979), Beyond Belief: The 
Secret Gospel of Thomas (2003), and Reading Judas: 
The Gospel of Judas and the Shaping of Christianity
(2007), believes Paul was a gnostic Christian

Nag Hammadi & Oxyrhynchus Papyri
The sites in Egypt where most of the Gnostic material 
found
The ONLY complete copy of the gospel of Thomas at 
Nag H., very, very few copies of any one gnostic
writing
Date of manuscripts from 3rd to 5th century AD, 
written 150-300 AD

Dating of the New Testament

Before we get into the specifics, a quick 
look at the dating of the New Testament 
Scriptures

Key dates: Paul’s death under Nero 
AD 67,68
Destruction of Jerusalem, AD 70Destruction of Jerusalem, AD 70

Luke had to be written prior to Acts, 
probably in the 50’s, it is agreed probably 
the last gospel written
No NT book (Revelation included) makes 
any mention of the destruction of the 
Temple (and many mention it), consensus 
among scholars today all written prior to 
70 AD

Late dates for Revelation, more a theological 
system than any historical or textual facts

Quick review of the number of 
copies we have

Dates of composition tell: true authorship, proximity to original people, places
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Christianity defined….

Christianity (from the Greek word Xριστός, 
Khristos, "Christ", literally "anointed one") is a 
monotheistic religion1]based on the life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth as 
presented in the New Testament.[2] . . .
Christians believe Jesus is the Son of God God having become human and the 
savior of humanity. . . . .
The foundation of Christian theology is expressed in the early ChristianThe foundation of Christian theology is expressed in the early Christian 
ecumenical creeds, which contain claims predominantly accepted by followers of 
the Christian faith.[6] These professions state that Jesus suffered, died, was 
buried, and was resurrected from the dead to open heaven to those who 
believe in him and trust him for the remission of their sins (salvation).[7] They 
further maintain that Jesus bodily ascended into heaven where he rules and 
reigns with God the Father. Most denominations teach that Jesus will return to 
judge all humans, living and dead, and grant eternal life to his followers. He is 
considered the model of a virtuous life, and both the revealer and physical 
incarnation of God.[8] Christians call the message of Jesus Christ the Gospel 
("good news") and hence refer to the earliest written accounts of his ministry as 
gospels.
From Wikipedia

Gnosticism defined…..

Gnosticism (Greek: γνῶσις gnōsis, knowledge) refers to diverse, 
syncretistic religious movements in antiquity consisting of various belief 
systems generally united in the teaching that the material cosmos was 
created by an imperfect god, the demiurge with some of the supreme 
God's pneuma; this being is frequently identified with Yahweh (. . 
.Depictions of the demiurge. . .vary from being as an embodiment of evil, to 
being merely imperfect and as benevolent as its inadequacy permits. 
G ti i d li t li i i fl d b d i fl i H ll iGnosticism was a dualistc religion, influenced by and influencing Hellenic 
philosophy Judaism and Christianity;[3]

The gnōsis referred to in the term is a form of mystic, revealed, esoteric 
knowledge through which the spiritual elements of humanity are reminded 
of their true origins within the superior Godhead, being thus permitted to 
escape materiality.[5] Consequently, within the sects of gnosticism only the . . 
.psychics obtain gnōsisity, [the uninitiated]are unlikely to attain the gnōsis
deemed by gnostic movements as necessary for salvation.
Jesus of Nazareth is identified by some Gnostic sects as an embodiment of 
the supreme being who became incarnate to bring gnōsis to the earth. In 
others. . .. he is considered a mšiha kdaba or "false messiah" who perverted 
the teachings entrusted to him by John the Baptist. 

From Wikipedia

Read the material, not just hear about it
Any references to historical people, issues, 
happenings? (e.g. Luke, Acts, historical 
books of OT)
Wh t d it bl ?

How to evaluate writings=content

What does it resemble?
What does it refer to? Author?
What does it teach? Similar to any 
authorized or accepted texts?
Who accepted it? Who criticized it?
Let’s now apply what we learned!

Let’s now actually look at them

Gospel of John
Gospel of Thomas
Gospel of Mary
G f

Gospel of Mary Matthew (John similar) in 

Gospel of Judas 1 fragment

Gospel of Thomas 
3 copies

Gospel of Judas 
1 fragment

Codex Sinaiticus, hundreds of 
copies of MSS

Questions

1. What is your reaction when you hear or see on TV that 
other “gospels” or other evidence has been discovered 
that differs from the message of Christianity you have 
in the Bible?

2 What was your reaction after actually looking at the2 . What was your reaction after actually looking at the 
different manuscripts some think should be in the Bible?

3. Why do you think people want these included?
4. In summary, why do you think these books were 

rejected?
5. How can you now share with people when new 

“discoveries” come up?



Gospel of John, New Testament, chapter 14 
 1"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God[a]; trust also in me. 2In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were 
not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4You know the way to the place where I am 
going. 
 
 5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?"  

 6Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you really 
knew me, you would know[b] my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him."  

 8Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us."  

 9Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has 
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and 
that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing 
his work. 11Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of 
the miracles themselves. 12I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do 
even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that 
the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

 15"If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to 
be with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But 
you know him, for he lives with you and will be[c] in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Before 
long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will 
realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is 
the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."  

 22Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, "But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?" 
23Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and 
make our home with him. 24He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; 
they belong to the Father who sent me. 25"All this I have spoken while still with you. 26But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 
27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid.  

 28"You heard me say, 'I am going away and I am coming back to you.' If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going 
to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you 
will believe. 30I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, 31but 
the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me.  
      "Come now; let us leave. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Gospel of Thomas 
These are the secret sayings that the living Jesus spoke and Didymos Judas Thomas recorded.  

1. And he said, “Whoever discovers the interpretation of these sayings will not taste death.”  

2. Jesus said, “Those who seek should not stop seeking until they find. When they find, they will be disturbed. 
When they are disturbed, they will marvel, and will reign over all. [And after they have reigned they will rest.]”  

3. Jesus said, “If your leaders say to you, ‘Look, the (Father’s) kingdom is in the sky,’ then the birds of the sky will 
precede you. If they say to you, ‘It is in the sea,’ then the fish will precede you. Rather, the (Father’s) kingdom is 
within you and it is outside you.  

When you know yourselves, then you will be known, and you will understand that you are children of the living 
Father. But if you do not know yourselves, then you live in poverty, and you are the poverty.”  

4. Jesus said, “The person old in days won’t hesitate to ask a little child seven days old about the place of life, 
and that person will live.  

For many of the first will be last, and will become a single one.”  

5. Jesus said, “Know what is in front of your face, and what is hidden from you will be disclosed to you.  

For there is nothing hidden that will not be revealed. [And there is nothing buried that will not be raised.]”  

6. His disciples asked him and said to him, “Do you want us to fast? How should we pray? Should we give to 
charity? What diet should we observe?”  

Jesus said, “Don’t lie, and don’t do what you hate, because all things are disclosed before heaven. After all, there 
is nothing hidden that will not be revealed, and there is nothing covered up that will remain undisclosed.”  

7. Jesus said, “Lucky is the lion that the human will eat, so that the lion becomes human. And foul is the human 
that the lion will eat, and the lion still will become human.”  

. . . . . . . 

12. The disciples said to Jesus, “We know that you are going to leave us. Who will be our leader?”  

Jesus said to them, “No matter where you are you are to go to James the Just, for whose sake heaven and earth 
came into being.”  

13. Jesus said to his disciples, “Compare me to something and tell me what I am like.”  

Simon Peter said to him, “You are like a just messenger.”  

Matthew said to him, “You are like a wise philosopher.”  

Thomas said to him, “Teacher, my mouth is utterly unable to say what you are like.”  

Jesus said, “I am not your teacher. Because you have drunk, you have become intoxicated from the bubbling 
spring that I have tended.”  

And he took him, and withdrew, and spoke three sayings to him. When Thomas came back to his friends they 
asked him, “What did Jesus say to you?”  

Thomas said to them, “If I tell you one of the sayings he spoke to me, you will pick up rocks and stone me, and 
fire will come from the rocks and devour you.”  

14. Jesus said to them, “If you fast, you will bring sin upon yourselves, and if you pray, you will be condemned, and if you 
give to charity, you will harm your spirits. 

 



Gospel according to Mary 
Chapter 4 
...Will matter then be destroyed or not? 
22) The Saviour said, All nature, all formations, all creatures exist in and with one another, and they will be resolved 
again into their own roots. 
23) For the nature of matter is resolved into the roots of its own nature alone. 
24) He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
25) Peter said to him, Since you have explained everything to us, tell us this also: What is the sin of the world? 
26) The Saviour said There is no sin, but it is you who make sin when you do the things that are like the nature of 
adultery, which is called sin. 
27) That is why the Good came into your midst, to the essence of every nature in order to restore it to its root. 
28) Then He continued and said, That is why you become sick and die, for you are deprived of the one who can heal you. 
29) He who has a mind to understand, let him understand. 
30) Matter gave birth to a passion that has no equal, which proceeded from something contrary to nature. Then there 
arises a disturbance in its whole body. 
. . . . . . . 
Chapter 5. . . . . 
4) When Mary said this, she turned their hearts to the Good, and they began to discuss the words of the Saviour. 
5) Peter said to Mary, Sister we know that the Saviour loved you more than the rest of woman. 
6) Tell us the words of the Saviour which you remember which you know, but we do not, nor have we heard them.  
7) Mary answered and said, What is hidden from you I will proclaim to you. 
8) And she began to speak to them these words: I, she said, I saw the Lord in a vision and I said to Him, Lord I saw you 
today in a vision. He answered and said to me, 
9) Blessed are you that you did not waver at the sight of Me. For where the mind is there is the treasure. 
10) I said to Him, Lord, how does he who sees the vision see it, through the soul or through the spirit? 
11) The Saviour answered and said, He does not see through the soul nor through the spirit, but the mind that is 
between the two that is what sees the vision and it is [...] 
(pp.11-14 missing) 
Chapter 8:. . . . . 
23) In a aeon I was released from a world, and in a Type from a type, and from the fetter of oblivion which is transient. 
24) From this time on will I attain to the rest of the time, of the season, of the aeon, in silence. 
Chapter 9 
1) When Mary had said this, she fell silent, since it was to this point that the Saviour had spoken with her.  
2) But Andrew answered and said to the brethren, Say what you wish to say about what she has said. I at least do not 
believe that the Savior said this. For certainly these teachings are strange ideas. 
3) Peter answered and spoke concerning these same things. 
4) He questioned them about the Saviour: Did He really speak privately with a woman and not openly to us? Are we to 
turn about and all listen to her? Did He prefer her to us? 
5) Then Mary wept and said to Peter, My brother Peter, what do you think? Do you think that I have thought this up 
myself in my heart, or that I am lying about the Saviour? 
6) Levi answered and said to Peter, Peter you have always been hot tempered. 
7) Now I see you contending against the woman like the adversaries. 
8) But if the Saviour made her worthy, who are you indeed to reject her? Surely the Saviour knows her very well. 
9) That is why He loved her more than us. Rather let us be ashamed and put on the perfect Man, and separate as He 
commanded us and preach the gospel, not laying down any other rule or other law beyond what the Saviour said. 
10) And when they heard this they began to go forth to proclaim and to preach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel of Judas 

When Jesus appeared on earth, he performed miracles and great wonders for the salvation 
of humanity. And since some [walked] in the way of righteousness while others walked 
in their transgressions, the twelve disciples were called. 
He began to speak with them about the mysteries beyond the world and what would 
take place at the end. Often he did not appear to his disciples as himself, but he was found 
among them as a child. 
. . . . . 
When Jesus observed their lack of [understanding, he said] to them, “Why has this 
agitation led you to anger? Your god who is within you and […] [35] have provoked you 
to anger [within] your souls. [Let] any one of you who is [strong enough] among human 
beings bring out the perfect human and stand before my face.” 
They all said, “We have the strength.” 
But their spirits did not dare to stand before [him], except for Judas Iscariot. He was 
able to stand before him, but he could not look him in the eyes, and he turned his face 
away. 
Judas [said] to him, “I know who you are and where you have come from. You are 
from the immortal realm of Barbelo. And I am not worthy to utter the name of the one 
who has sent you.” 
 
JESUS SPEAKS TO JUDAS PRIVATELY 
Knowing that Judas was reflecting upon something that was exalted, Jesus said to him, 
“Step away from the others and I shall tell you the mysteries of the kingdom. It is 
possible for you to reach it, but you will grieve a great deal. [36] For someone else will 
replace you, in order that the twelve [disciples] may again come to completion with their 
god.” 
Judas said to him, “When will you tell me these things, and [when] will the great day 
of light dawn for the generation?” 
But when he said this, Jesus left him. 
 
JESUS TEACHES JUDAS ABOUT COSMOLOGY: THE SPIRIT AND THE SELF-GENERATED 
Jesus said, “[Come], that I may teach you about [secrets] no person [has] ever seen. For 
there exists a great and boundless realm, whose extent no generation of angels has seen, 
[in which] there is [a] great invisible [Spirit], 
which no eye of an angel has ever seen, 
no thought of the heart has ever comprehended, 
and it was never called by any name. 
“And a luminous cloud appeared there. He said, ‘Let an angel come into being as my 
attendant.’ 
“A great angel, the enlightened divine Self-Generated, emerged from the cloud. 
Because of him, four other angels came into being from another cloud, and they became 
attendants for the angelic Self-Generated. The Self-Generated said, [48] ‘Let […] come 
into being […],’ and it came into being […]. And he [created] the first luminary to reign 
over him. He said, ‘Let angels come into being to serve [him],’ and myriads without 
number came into being. He said, ‘[Let] an enlightened aeon come into being,’ and he 
came into being. He created the second luminary [to] reign over him, together with 
myriads of angels without number, to offer service. That is how he created the rest of the 
enlightened aeons. He made them reign over them, and he created for them myriads of 
angels without number, to assist them. 
ADAMAS AND THE LUMINARIES 
“Adamas was in the first luminous cloud that no angel has ever seen among all those 
called ‘God.’ He [49] […] that […] the image […] and after the likeness of [this] angel. 




